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Welcome!
We welcome new and returning families 
to the RJR community and to the start of a 
new school year. In the words of former 
Principal Dr. Art Paschal, “it’s a great time 
to be at Reynolds High School”. This 
newsletter is full of information about 
great happenings, great offerings, proud 
accomplishments, and upcoming events. 
But as we look forward to a new era under 
new leadership, we want MORE! 

Last year’s 12,000 volunteer hours and 
$120,000 fundraising total are certainly 
impressive, but our participation rates should 
be higher. Our community is comprised 
of more than 1,600 families, teachers, and 
staff members. We want to exceed last 
year’s results by increasing the number of 
participants rather than increasing 
individual averages. Let’s get behind our 
new principal and increase the number of 
memberships, volunteers, and fundraiser 
contributors by at least 25%. We challenge 
you, as members of the Reynolds 
community, to help us reach these goals. 
Set your own goals to participate, to 
attend, to share, and to give. Together 
we can do MoRE!

EnGAGE MoRE in your student’s 
educational experience. Research shows that 
family involvement in education improves 
student achievement, attendance, and 
behavior and increases graduation rates. 
Encourage your student to get involved in 
a club, activity or sport. Use the Parent 
Assistant tool to track your student’s 
progress. Attend PTSA events and take 

other opportunities to meet and talk with 
teachers and coaches. Stay informed by 
reading PTSA newsletters, Pine Whispers, 
and checking the website. Join the PTSA. 
Your membership gives you a voice and a 
vote in PTSA affairs. It’s your tangible vote 
of support for the RJR PTSA and for 
education in general. 

EnJoY MoRE of what RJR has to offer. 
We have forty athletic teams, performing 
arts groups for every discipline, visual art 
displays throughout the building, two 
major productions a year, Key Club Follies, 
A Cappella Jam for Hope, and a tradition of 
winning academic teams. You don’t need 
to be a student to enjoy Reynolds High 
School. We encourage you to participate 
in these events. Reynolds offers excellent 
entertainment in a healthy, family 
environment at a reasonable cost. 

SHARE MoRE of your time and talent. 
Parents, students, former parents, and 
alumni donate thousands of hours of 
service to RJR each year. But there is much 
more to be done. When every family 
serves one additional hour this year, it will 
equate to another fulltime staff person. Get 
started by completing the volunteer 
signup form in this newsletter.

GiVE MoRE to our Legacy Fundraising 
Campaign. We exceeded our goal last year 
but still denied a number of valid funding 
requests. The SIT (School Improvement 
Team) is working to build and prioritize a 
list of needs that fall outside the usual SIT 

Mark Your Calendars for

9th Grade 
orientation!
Wednesday, August 22 

8:55 am – 3:40 pm

To make sure that every rising 9th 
grader begins their career as a Demon 
with all the information they need,  
we’ve planned an outstanding day of 
orientation beginning at 8:55 am on 
August 22nd! All 9th graders will 
receive their schedules, tour the school 
and meet their teachers. Parents can 
accompany their students on the 
walkthrough of their schedules and 
then attend the 9th Grade Parent 
Meeting at 3:10 pm in the beautiful 
Reynolds Auditorium.

request parameters and are not supported 
by the current school system budget, a 
bond referendum, or any foreseeable 
future funding source. The Booster Club 
has identified additional athletic needs as 
well. We’ll know exactly how to direct any 
additional funds we raise this year. Many 
smaller donations are as effective as each 
large one.

Take the challenge to EnGAGE MoRE, 
EnJoY MoRE, SHARE MoRE, and 
GiVE MoRE. If you do, we promise 
you’ll GET MoRE! And that’s a pretty 
cool thing. We look forward to seeing  
you on the campus, in the  
audience, and in the stands. 

We are proud to be  
R.J. Reynolds Demons!

From Lisa & William Dull, PTSA Presidents and Laura & Stan Dean, Booster Club Presidents 
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Reynolds Main Building

KEY CONTACT INFORMATION:
Front Office 703-4145

Student Services /  
Guidance Office

703-4146

Principal TBD

Interim Principal David Small dsmall@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Lead Secretary Diana Kelly dkelly2@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Front Office Secretary Susan Gordon sgordon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Assistant Principal’s Secretary Patti Farrar pfarrar@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Assistant Principals Saundra Scales sbscales@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Freda Smith asmith@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Attendance Susan Gordon sgordon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Curriculum & Testing 
Coordinator

Mary Bergstone mgbergstone@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Student Services Secretary Donna Holbrook dholbroo@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Director of Student Services/ 
Counselor

A-B: Nicole Beale NBBeale@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

C-G: Amy Williams awjohnson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

H-Mc: Lisa Lara llara@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Md-Sa: Mary Anne McClain mmcclain@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Sb-Z: Starr Brown-Hayes sbrown@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Director of Arts Magnet Karen Morris kmorris@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

PTSA Presidents Lisa & William Dull thedulls@triad.rr.com

Booster Club Presidents Laura & Stan Dean ldean@wakehealth.edu

Finding a replacement for Dr. Art Paschal, 
who retired on June 30, is no easy task. He 
is certainly a tough act to follow! And while 
we hope more information about the next 
leader of R.J. Reynolds High School is 
available by the time this newsletter 
arrives in our readers’ mailboxes, we 
thought RJR families might be interested 
to know more about the process.

RJR teachers, Cris Wiley and David 
Friedman, elected by the RJR faculty,  
are serving alongside representatives  
from Central Office and the school board 
on the Principal Selection Committee. 
This committee reviewed numerous 
applications and resumes last spring and 
then interviewed seven candidates. Three 
candidates were selected for a second 
interview. While the committee had 
hoped to make a recommendation to the 
school board on June 26, the decision 
was made to re-advertise the opening, 
casting a wider net. Note that a similar 

decision was made when Mr. Elrod left 
RJR and that good and sound decision 
led to Dr. Paschal’s seven-year tenure. 

The selection committee began meeting 
again on July 17 to review applications 
and resumes from the new pool of 
applicants. This pool is trimmed to a 
handful and then three finalists, as in the 
first round. The committee’s final 
recommendation is shared with the 
school board at the first meeting 
following the committee’s decision. The 
announcement will follow school board 
review and approval.

In the meantime, Superintendent Dr. 
Martin and Assistant Superintendent of 
Middle and High Schools Carol Montague-
Davis selected Mr. David Small (one of 
RJR’s terrific Assistant Principals) to serve 
as our interim principal. In typical 
Demon fashion, let us all support and 
encourage Mr. Small. 

 Principal Selection

Reynolds 
Auditorium

Judy Doss 
Jones Arts 

Center
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Stop by Student Services, otherwise 
known as the guidance office, on any given 
day and you are likely to witness a great 
variety of activity. You are certainly going 
to witness an office full of energy and 
people eager to help. Many students and 
parents only encounter their counselor 
when picking their classes, changing their 
classes, or having a parent conference, so 
we wanted to share a few of the “non-
schedule related” services we provide…

•	Free college counseling – Not only 
do we help students pick classes to “open 
doors” after high school, we also help 
students create a list of potential colleges, 
complete applications, proofread essays, 
prepare for interviews, search for 
scholarships, and choose the best  
college to attend (no, we don’t choose  
the college for you!).

•	Free counseling – We help students 
with a variety of personal/social concerns. 
We do short-term counseling in all areas 
of mental health. Does your RJR student 
seem anxious or depressed? Make an 
appointment with your child’s counselor.

•	Free Time Management/Study 
Skills strategies – While none of us 
will tutor your child in math or biology, 
we will be happy to help him/her navigate 
the often stressful and busy world of high 
school. We help students use planners, 
calendars, and even have a time 
management plan for the non-planner.

The bottom line is we are all here to help 
your child throughout his/her high school 
experience. This year, we have shifted last 
name alphabet responsibilities, hoping to 
ensure that all students receive equal 
service levels and that all counselors have  
 

time to get to know each of our students. 
The more time we spend with your 
children, the less we have to spend on 
paperwork! So, have your child make an 
appointment with his/her counselor –  
even if he/she has no schedule conflict  
and loves his/her classes and teachers.  
We can’t wait to work with all of them!

•	nicole beale  
(last names beginning with A - b)

•	Amy Williams (c - G)
•	lisa lara (H – Mc)
•	Mary Anne Mcclain (Md – Sa)
•	Starr brown-Hayes (Sb – Z)

 More Than Schedules ...

 look What’s changed With RJR Student Scheduling
Last year a number of issues contributed to 
a high volume of schedule change requests 
submitted at Orientation and Open House 
just a few days before the first day of 
school, including the implementation of 
the modified block schedule, RJR’s unique 
position of offering more than 50 art 
classes (many offered only once a day), 
and confusion created by limitations in 
student schedule reports.

Determined to identify opportunities  
for improvement, Student Services has 
made the following changes to the 
RJR scheduling process:

•	 Last winter, every student had a specific, 
personal registration appointment 
with his/her guidance counselor to select 
courses for this year.

•	Students left that registration meeting 
with a computer generated list of 
selected courses already keyed into the 
system! (In the past, students kept a 

carbon of a handwritten card that was 
later used to input into the system).

•	A second copy of course selections was 
included in report cards mailed mid-June 
in another attempt to catch errors.

•	creating the master schedule  
and building student schedules is an 
iterative process that runs April through 
June. Once the master schedule is 
“frozen” in early July, there are still 
student schedule conflicts to resolve and 
class balancing to be done. Counselors 
reviewed schedules and worked to identify 
and resolve conflicts through early August. 
Volunteers helped with administrative tasks 
because Student Services has limited 
summer employment. 

•	Schedules will be mailed this year, 
about one week prior to Open House, 
increasing the likelihood that newly 
identified issues can be resolved prior  
to the first day. 

•	Homeroom assignments will remain 
constant throughout the year. They will 
be posted around school as usual and on 
the website.

•	Students will receive a new copy (or updated 
version) of their schedule at orientation 
or open house from their homeroom 
teacher, even if the mailed schedule 
looks perfect. Classroom balancing 
and schedule modifications continue 
through the first few days of school.

The primary goal is to have students in the 
right classes on August 27. So on August 22, 
students and parents can focus on attending 
the general PTSA meeting, meeting teachers, 
and visiting coaches, clubs and student 
organizations instead of waiting in lines 
outside Student Services! 

No one can guarantee 100% satisfaction 
for nearly 1800 students regarding 
schedules. But with all this extra effort, 
Student Services is giving its best. 
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•	First Day of School Monday, August 27
•	9th Grade orientation Wednesday, 

August 22; 8:55 am - 3:40 pm.
•	open House for 10th – 12th graders 

is Wednesday, August 22 from 6:30 pm 
– 8:30 pm. PTSA general membership 
meeting is at 6:30 pm, followed by dismissal 
to check out the school until 8:30 pm.

•	School start time is 8:55 am. Anyone 
arriving between 8:55 am and 9 am will 
be given a late pass from a “Hall Sweeper”. 
After 9 am, students must report to the 
main office. Students must be accompanied 
by a parent or a note from a parent or doctor.

•	our website contains a wealth of 
information. Go to www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
and select RJ Reynolds High School from 
the “select a school” dropdown box to 
access bell schedules, student services, 
athletic and arts magnet information, 
teacher web pages, and more.

•	E-mail RJRCommunications@gmail.com 
with the word “Subscribe” in the subject 
line to sign up for our PTSA Weekly 
E-mail Newsletter published on Fridays. 
This is our best way to communicate with 
you, so take advantage of it! If you don’t 
have e-mail, a copy of the e-mail 
newsletter is posted on the website.

•	Read the RJ Reynolds Handbook, 
which your student will bring home. A copy 
can be found in Student Services if you miss it. 

•	breakfast is served in the Cafeteria 
from 8:25 am to 8:55 am and Lunches 
are served during 3rd period in three 
lunch segments between 12:00 pm and  
2 pm. Your student’s lunchtime will 
change during the course of the year and 
may alternate on A and B days. Cost of 
Breakfast is $2.10. Cost of Lunch is $2.65. 

•	Parent Assistant allows you to check 
on your student’s academic progress and 
attendance throughout the quarter. It also 
can display your student’s schedule for a 
specific date (no more guessing if it is 
“A-day” or “B-day”). If you don’t have access 
or don’t remember your access code, there 
will be forms available at open house or get 
one in Student Services. You will be 
required to show a photo id.

•	Visit The Demon Shop to stock up on 
Demon Wear, Wednesdays and Fridays 
during lunch (12-2pm). Demon Wear 

will also be on sale at home football 
games and special events. 

•	FREE customized RJR Planners 
will be available to all freshmen and to 
upperclassmen on a first-come, first-serve 
basis via homerooms or the Demon Shop. 

•	Link your Harris Teeter Vic card to our 
school (code #4261) and raise money for 
RJR. Your card must be re-linked every year!

•	Reynolds boasts nearly 40 clubs and 
organizations for all kinds of student 
interests. If you can’t find a club that fits, 
start one! A list of clubs and faculty 
advisors can be found in the student 
section of the RJR website. 

•	Students only report to their assigned 
Homeroom at 8:55 am the first 10 days 
of school. Then, once a quarter for report 
card distribution and several other times 
for specific purposes. Homeroom 
assignments will be posted throughout 
the building when needed and will be 
available on the website. 

•	There are several “visitor” parking 
spaces for parents who come during 
school hours near the picnic area and in 
front of the Arts Building (behind 
Auditorium). If none of these spaces are 
available, 30-minute parking is available 
on the school side of Hawthorne Road 
between the school sign corner and the 
Auditorium driveway. 

•	The Main office is on the first floor of 
the main building. Go to the cafeteria 
side and enter through the triple doors 
(front entrance); office is on the right. Susan 
Gordon is at the front desk and Diana Kelly 
is our Lead Secretary. The entrance to 
Student Services is directly across from the 
front entrance and the “landing” entrance 
on the auditorium side puts you on the 
second floor at the doors to the media 
center. There are stairwells at every corner.

•	Student parking stickers are available 
for $115 and will go on sale the first or 
second week of school. Your student should 
listen for an announcement for parking 
sticker sales. Stickers are sold on a first-come, 
first-serve basis due to limited parking spaces.

•	School dress cannot include any kind 
of head cover or sunglasses. Clothing 
with logos for alcohol or tobacco is prohibited; 
as are halter tops, tank tops, and exposed 

midriffs. The complete Dress Code and 
other student expectations can be found in 
the Student Handbook. Remember: just 
because it zips, doesn’t mean it fits!

•	Students from across the county travel 
daily to the career center to take 
technical and Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses not offered at their home school. 
For directions, information about 
parking, courses, or other questions, go 
to www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us and select Career 
Center from “select a school” dropdown 
box. Dr. Dennis Moser is the principal.

•	First football game is August 17 at 
Parkland (Deaton Thompson Stadium). 
August 24th football game is at Glenn. 
First home football game is August 31 
against Atkins.

•	Parent-Teacher conferences can be 
scheduled via e-mail with the individual 
teacher for class-specific disucssions. 
Teacher email addresses are located on 
the directory page of the RJR website. For 
conferences involving all teachers or other 
issues, please contact Donna Holbrook in 
Student Services at 703-4146, to set up 
appointments with your student’s 
guidance counselor (conferences  
usually take place at 8:15 am).  

•	Want timely RJR Sports updates? Follow  
us on TWiTTER@RJRAthletics.

•	Seniors may be exempted from exams 
in Year-long courses: with a grade of 
“A” and no more than four (4) absences; 
with a grade of “B” and no more than two 
(2) absences; or with a grade of “C” and 
zero (0) absences.

•	Seniors may be exempted from exams 
in block courses: with a grade of “A” 
and no more than two (2) absences;  
with a grade of “B” and no more than  
one (1) absence; or with a grade of “C”  
and zero (0) absences.

•	Attendance Policy: RJR implemented a 
new and stricter attendance policy during 
2011-2012. Documentation for absences 
must be brought to the attendance desk 
within 2 days of returning to school to be 
excused. Students with large numbers of 
unexcused absences in a quarter may 
receive an administrative F for that quarter.

  Too Much to Tweet
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nov.
1 7 pm Chorus Concert
 December SAT 

Registration Deadline
2 End of Quarter 
 December ACT 

Registration Deadline
3 SAT
5–6 Fall Break – NO SCHOOL 
6  Election Day
8 6 pm All County  

Chorus Concert
12 Veteran’s Day –  

NO SCHOOL 
13 7 pm Booster Club Mtg
14 NCAA Letter of Intent 

Signing Date
15 7 pm Practice  

SAT Score Review
17 6 pm All County  

Band Concert
20  10:15 am Thanksgiving 

Assembly
21–23 Thanksgiving Break –  

NO SCHOOL
26 7 pm Orchestra Concert
29 7 pm Band Concert

17 September ACT 
Registration Deadline

18 8 – 11 am Building and 
Grounds Clean Up

20 8 am Hospitality  
Breakfast for Teachers

20 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
22 8:55 am – 3:40 pm  

9th Grade Orientation
22 6:30 pm – 6:45 pm  

PTSA General Mtg
 6:45 pm – 8:30 pm  

OPEN HOUSE
23 6:30 – 8:30 pm Career 

Center Open House
27 First Day of School

3 Labor Day –  
NO SCHOOL

7 October SAT  
Registration Deadline

8  ACT
10 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
17 7 pm Booster Club Mtg
21 October ACT  

Registration Deadline
28 Homecoming Tailgate 

& RJR vs. Davie County

sept.

aug. jan.

1 SAT
8  ACT
20 7 pm Holiday Showcase
21  WINTER BREAK –  

NO SCHOOL: Dec 21-Jan 1

7 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
9 6:30pm Dance Concert
10–18 Tentative Exam Dates 

– Subject to Change 
12 9 am  

Free Practice ACT
14 7 pm Booster Club Mtg
18 End of Quarter
21–22 MLK/teacher work day 

– NO SCHOOL 
26 7 pm All County Dance
29 7 pm Practice ACT 

Score Review
29–30 Key Club Follies 

Tryouts

8 Graduation
10 Last Day of School

2 7 pm A Cappella  
Jam Concert

6 NCAA Letter of Intent 
Signing Date

11 6:30 pm Reynolds 
Revue/2nd General  
PTSA Mtg

13 Snow Date for 
Reynolds Revue

18 NO SCHOOL

feb.

mar.

june

11 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
18 7 pm Booster Club Mtg
21–23 Spring Musical
27 End of Quarter
28 SPRING BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL:  
Mar 28 – April 5

apr.

2 6:30 pm Dance 
Concert

6 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
6–10 National Teacher 

Appreciation Week
6–17 AP Exams
8 Teacher Appreciation 

Luncheon 
20 All Sports Celebration
21 7 pm Chorus Concert
22 7 pm Band Concert
23 6:15 pm 3rd General 

PTSA Board Mtg 
7 pm  Orchestra Concert
24 10:00am Class Day 

Assembly & Senior 
Picnic

27 Memorial Day –  
NO SCHOOL 

30  Tentative Exam Dates: 
May 30 – Jun 10  
Subject to Change

may

10–15 Shakespeare Week
12 7 pm Key Club Follies
16 5:30 pm All County 

Orchestra Concert 
20 8 – 11 am Building  

and Grounds Day

3 6:30 pm Princeton  
Review “Getting In” 

4 November SAT  
Registration Deadline

6 SAT
13 Matt Gfeller Memorial 

Donut Run
20 9 am Free Practice SAT
 1 – 3 pm Building & 

Grounds Clean Day
25  RJR Reflections 

Contest: Entry Deadline
25–27 7 pm Fall Drama
27 ACT
29 7 pm PTSA Board Mtg
30 7 pm Band Concert

oct.

dec.

Snow Make up Dates:  
Nov. 21, Feb 18, June 11, June 12, March 28, June 13, June 14

2012-2013                        RJR Calendar
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All Aboard the Arts Express! 
All Reynolds students are invited to participate in this unique 
program that will deliver you right to the door of some of the 
finest performing arts in the Triad. Once each quarter, RJR 
students will have transportation and reduced-price tickets to 
professional and university performing arts events. 

Students who purchase season tickets in advance will receive the 
Arts Express t-shirt – available only to early subscribers! Season 
tickets will be on sale for $30 during Open House or in the  
Arts Magnet Office (back corner of the media center) until 
September 28. Afterwards, students may purchase individual 
tickets up until two weeks prior to each event. We’ve carefully 
selected performing arts opportunities that cross genres, can be 
integrated into the secondary curriculum, and allow students to 
experience performances at many of the greatest local venues. 

Transportation will be provided and all trips will be supervised  
by RJR teachers and faculty. We’re also looking for parent 
chaperones! Contact Karen Morris at ksmorris@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
for more information.

 Join the Marching Demons
Marching Band offers several benefits to both current high school 
students and students new to R.J. Reynolds. The group is very tight-knit, 
but very welcoming to new members. The group rehearses two 
days weekly, performing at Friday Football games as well as 3-4 
marching band competitions a year. 

This year, the Marching Demons proudly celebrates our 90th 
anniversary, making us one of the oldest organizations at Reynolds 
and the oldest marching band in the WSFC Schools! Join our 
proud tradition and email Mr. James for more information or to 
join: DPJames@wsfcs.k12.nc.us.

Get a jump on the season! Band Camp is required for all new  
and returning marchers. Also, if you signed up for band next  
year you need to email Mr. James to let him know what 
instrument you play. 

Pre-School band Activities
August 13 – 14 1 – 5:30 pm New Marchers Camp
August 15 – 16 3 - 8:30 pm Full Band Camp
August 17 5 – 10 pm vs. Parkland
August 20 – 23 4 – 8:30 pm Full Band Camp
August 24 5 – 10 pm vs. Glenn
August 25 10 am –  

5 pm
Optional outing:  
Hanging Rock State Park

Reflections contest
Theme for 2012-2013 Reflections 

competition: “The Magic of a Moment….” 
Due Date: october 25

Creative Demons, enter works in visual arts, photography, 
literature, musical composition, dance choreography, and 
film production. More info can be found on the RJR 
website, at Student Services, or contact Lana Young at 
younghouselana@gmail.com.

Pine Whispers Goes Digital!
Coming this school year, the Reynolds student newspaper 
will be distributed in print eight issues a year — just like it 
has since 1923 — while also entering the digital age! Starting 
in August, don’t miss PineWhispers.com for breaking 
news and fun features on all things RJR! Students in Newspaper 
and Honors Newspaper classes will update the site up to six days 
a week, so be sure to make it a regular stop in your browsing 
day! PineWhispers.com also can be viewed on your other 
electronic devices — just visit the regular website on your 
smart phone or tablet and you’ll be asked to load the app!

Need to Reach 1,800  
Students & Their Families?
Local businesses can help support the student newspaper at 
Reynolds while also spreading the word about the products and 
services they offer to our 1,800 students by advertising in Pine 
Whispers. Advertisers can choose to appear in the print or online 
editions, or both! Discounts are available for advertisers who 
purchase space prior to September and/or for those who 
advertise in all eight print editions. Please contact adviser Steve 
Hanf at smhanf@wsfcs.k12.nc.us for more information.
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 Why PTSA Membership Matters
As the start of another school year unfolds, 
it brings ample opportunities for parents, 
staff members and students to work together 
to ensure R.J. Reynolds High School continues 
to deliver enriching educational experiences 
to all students in the classroom, through the 
arts programs and on the athletic fields. One 
of the easiest and most effective ways for all 
in the Reynolds community to participate 
in this effort is to join the Parent Teacher 
Student Association (PTSA).

Research indicates that parents and family 
members who are involved in the schools 
their children attend positively impact 
both individual student success and the 
educational experience for all. At Reynolds, 
you see the benefits of this vital involvement 
all around the school. From the very first day 
of the school year through graduation day, 
RJR’s PTSA continually strives to support 

every student’s well-being and success. 
When you join the Reynolds PTSA, you will:

•	 Have a voice. Members can attend 
meetings, serve on the board or School 
Improvement Team (SIT).

•	build relationships. By getting 
involved in PTSA-sponsored activities  
or volunteering, members not only help 
in vital ways, but also have the chance  
to develop relationships with others  
who participate.

•	Share individual talents/skills. A 
rich school experience for all depends on 
a broad base of talents and skills used to 
support both students and programs.

•	Stay informed. The PTSA offers weekly 
e-newsletters throughout the school year 
and can direct members to helpful 
resources to solve problems. 

Joining the PTSA is easy!  
All who contribute to the Legacy Campaign 
will automatically receive at least one PTSA 
membership. Individual memberships cost 
only $5 each and can be acquired at 
Freshmen Orientation or Open House. As a 
member of the NC PTA organization, the RJR 
PTSA sends $4 of each membership fee to 
the state organization and keeps $1. 

At Reynolds, we are fortunate to have an 
incredibly diverse and gifted community of 
students, faculty/staff, parents and families. 
Please join the PTSA and share your time, 
talents and resources as we all work 
together to further R.J. Reynolds High 
School’s 89-year tradition of excellence!

 Volunteer needs Abound at RJR
They come in all shapes and sizes. There is something to fit everyone!
To maintain its tradition of excellence, RJR depends on dedicated faculty, extensive course  
and program offerings, impressive facilities, and lots of volunteer support. Whatever your 
interest, ability, or schedule, we’ll find a way for you to participate and put your talents to 
good use. 

Please take a moment to read and complete the volunteer signup sheet enclosed in this 
newsletter. Bring it to Orientation or Open House on August 22 where a member of  
our volunteer team will be happy to take it and answer any questions you might have. 
Each and every hour you can give will make a positive difference at Reynolds!

 ESl Tutoring Volunteers needed
One of the great strengths of R.J. Reynolds High School is its diversity. But Reynolds is 
even more diverse than most of us realize as we attend a football game or volunteer on 
campus. Among our 1,800 students, are more than 100 students from more than  
30 different countries – from Albania to Egypt to South Africa to Vietnam. 

Many of these students would benefit from just 45 minutes a week of one-on-one 
tutoring time. To be an ESL tutor, you do not need to speak Spanish or Korean or 
Tagalog. You just need to speak English and have a little time to give. 

An information session will be held on September 12. Tutoring  
slots are available each day, throughout the day. Students will arrive 
at their tutoring sessions with specific assignments to complete or 
review. No planning by the tutor is required. 

If you are interested in being an ESL tutor, or simply want 
to learn more about the program, please contact Deborah  
Casstevens (debcasstevens@triad.rr.com) or Kathy McLean 
(kathymclean@bellsouth.net).  

Fun Fact:
Nearly 400 volunteers 
served nearly 12,000 

hours for the 2011-2012 
school year.  

buildings & 
Grounds Day
August 18, 2012  
8 am – 11 am
Volunteers (and those looking to get in 
some service hours before school starts): 
we really need your help! Buildings and 
Grounds Day is Saturday, August 18 
from 8 am-11 am (we know it’s early, 
but we are trying to beat the heat!). 
Let’s make our campus look great.

Bring work gloves and any other yard 
tools that you find helpful. Send an email 
to Lynn Gwyn at lhgwyn@gmail.com so 
we know who to expect. Even if you 
can only work an hour, we’re glad to 
have you!

Fun Fact:
The school wide 

Thanksgiving food 
drive, orchestrated  

by our Key Club,  
provided 23,500 cans  

to Crisis Control.



Save the Date for the RJR 
Homecoming 
celebration
Friday, September 28

At 7:30 pm, RJR will kick off this year’s 
Homecoming game against Davie High 
School at Deaton-Thompson Stadium. But, 
before the game, you will not want to miss 
this year’s Pre-Game celebration with 
more fun, food and Demon fans than 
you’ve ever seen before! All RJR students and 
all “Paschal” and above legacy donors eat 
for FREE so mark your calendars NOW and 
look for more details soon!

Renowned 
Reynolds Rowdies 
Want You!
Rowdies Presidents: Jackson bynum, 
Peter bowden, Michael Wolfert,  
Parker Smith 

If you think the success of our sports 
teams is fueled by dedication, hard work, 
and a thorough study of their sport…well, 
you’d be right…..BUT don’t discount the 
huge rush they get from the earsplitting, 
hilarious Reynolds Rowdies, our student 
cheering section! It’s all good fun with 
themes declared on the afternoon 
announcements! 

Don’t forget to get your Rowdies t-shirt as 
soon as they go on sale, we have limited 
quantities! We expect to see all RJR 
students on the bleachers, in front of the 
cheerleaders, at the first football game of 
the season, August 17 at Parkland.

 FALL 2012 R.J. Reynolds TIMES8 SPORTS

 RJR Sports

Show Your School Spirit! 
Deck Yourself Out at  

The Demon Shop!
Find The Demon Shop in the cafeteria, at home 

football games and special events this Fall. 

Demon Shop Hours: 
Wednesdays & Fridays  
During lunch, 12– 2 pm

Football 
concessions:  
We need your help!
All parents of RJR athletes, including 
freshmen, are asked to work the 
concession stand. Revenues go directly 
 to the Booster Club to benefit the entire 
athletic department. Think: uniforms, field 
maintenance, protective equipment, senior 
blankets, the Hall of Fame and more! 
Individual teams will be contacted by our 
Volunteer Coordinator, Amy Ciaccia. So 
when your team calls, help us out!

 

Amid the Pines:  
RJR Alma Mater  

Amid the pines she proudly stands

To her our voices rise!

We always shall love her,

Dear old Reynolds High

(…rousing, stomping of feet!)

A school of great tradition,

Gives us all ambition.

Alma mater, alma mater,

Hail, our alma mater!

Fun Fact:
Reynolds has nearly 40 
service, special interest 

and activity clubs.
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Home Game 
locations
Deaton-Thompson Stadium is our 
Home Field for football and lacrosse. 
Take Peter’s Creek Parkway south past 
I-40. Exit on West Clemmonsville Road 
and turn right. Stadium is on the right 
behind the old Griffith Elementary 
School. Address is 1401 W. 
Clemmonsville Rd.

bolton is our Home Field for all soccer 
games. It’s next to Bolton Elementary 
School and behind Forsyth Tech’s West 
Campus off Bolton Drive, near the Silas 
Creek Parkway interchange. 

Hanes Park is our Home Field for 
tennis, baseball, and softball.

Track and cross country practice at 
Hanes Park but all meets are away. 

Women’s field hockey is played at The 
children’s Home field. Go into the 
property off Reynolda Road and turn left at 
the first intersection. Field is on the right.

Golf plays at Winston lake. 

Volleyball, basketball and wrestling 
are in Reynold’s bryson Gym. 

R.J. Reynolds Stadium  
Help us bring our Stadium Home! 
Many concerned parents, alumni and community leaders have been working on a 
proposal with WSFCS officials to allow R J Reynolds High School to finally have an on 
campus playing field. “Our board has informally told them 
that if you can raise the money for the stadium that they  
will approve a plan to put a stadium together,” said Theo 
Helm, spokesperson for the Winston-Salem/Forsyth  
County School System.

We are aware there is a community group in opposition, who 
continues to give out misinformation about our proposal. We 
would encourage you to take a moment and go to our website 
and get the FACTS: www.rjreynoldshomefield.com.

Please join us in our efforts, an on campus stadium can 
become a reality!                      – The Stadium Committee

“To make any kind of 

progress we need to 

imagine a different 

reality and believe  

it’s possible.” 

                      –Tali Sharot

Follow RJR Sports on 
Twitter @RJRAthletics

Fun Fact:
RJR had 5 National 
Merit Finalists in the 

Class of 2012.

Fun Fact:
37 students received the 

Presidential Service Awards 
for their service to our school 

and community.
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2011-2012  
Sports Highlights 
•	7 RJR athletes signed to play at the  

college-level
•	 77 RJR athletes named  

All-Conference players
•	4 Conference Titles: Men’s Soccer, 

Men’s Swimming, Men’s Tennis,  
Men’s Lacrosse

•	Men’s Tennis won third consecutive 
state championship

•	Women’s Field Hockey was runner-up 
in state championship

Sports contact information
Medical Release Forms: Remember, every sport requires a current medical release  
form before the first official practice. Forms are in the office or on the new  
wsfcs.k12.nc.us site home page; click on “Departments”, then “Athletics” and  
“Athletic Forms” is on the left hand side.

Coaches’ Schedules and emails are all on the RJR website under  
“Athletics/Sports Schedules.”

Athletic Director
Athletic Director Brad Fisher bmfisher@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Fall Sports
Football Paul Hall pthall@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Cheerleading Teri Meeks tlmeeks@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

JVCheerleading Laura Witherspoon lawitherspoon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Dancing Boots Caitlin Reece jcreece@wsfcs. k12.nc.us

Women’s Tennis AJ Highsmith ajhighsmith@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Cross Country Ryan Solomon wrsolomo@gmail.com

Women’s Cross Country Seth Beale swbeale@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Soccer Adam Gal aggal@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s JV Soccer TBD

Women’s Golf Mike McCulloch mmcculloch@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

Volleyball Katie Tuttle ektuttle@gmail.com

JVVolleyball Tracy Deal tadeal@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Field Hockey Ansley Browning ansley.browning@mac.com

Winter Sports
Men’s Basketball Billy Martin wlmartin@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s JV Basketball Mike Coker mecoker@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s 9th Grade Basketball Mike McCulloch mmcculloch@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

Women’s Basketball Derrele Mitchell ldmitchell@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s JV Basketball Mike Russell m.russell4242@yahoo.com

Wrestling James Alexander jalexand@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Swimming Alex Black alexswim74@hotmail.com

Indoor Track Ryan Solomon wrsolomo@gmail.com

Spring Sports
Baseball Doug Welch dwelch@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Softball Nikki Glover nmglover@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s Varsity Soccer Franny Apel mfapel@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s JV Soccer Leane Kuhner lkuhner@hotmail.com

Men’s Tennis Brad Fisher bmfisher@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s JV Tennis Cris Wiley ccwiley@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Men’s Golf  TBD

Men’s Track Paul Hall jgeorge@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Women’s Track Ryan Solomon wrsolomo@gmail.com

Men’s Varsity Lacrosse Jim O’Neill jimoneill12@hotmail.com

Men’s JV Lacrosse Robert Hughett RHughett@aol.com

Women’s Lacrosse Brynn Lewallen brynn.lewallen@gmail.com

 RJR Sports
Follow RJR Sports on 
Twitter @RJRAthletics
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Your gift makes a difference…
R.J. Reynolds is a truly special school and you can help make sure it stays that way! Beginning 
in 2007, the RJR PTSA and Booster Club joined forces to create an annual fundraiser called 
the Legacy Campaign. Because of the generosity of parents and faculty like YOU, the 2011-
2012 legacy campaign raised more than $120,000 for our school! 

Where does all that money go? Thirty percent of each year’s campaign goes directly 
to the Booster Club to support our athletic teams, programs and facilities. The remaining 
funds are distributed by the School Improvement Team (SIT) to meet requests from the 
faculty and staff. Last year’s list of purchases takes up four single-spaced pages! Here are 
just a FEW examples:

Your gifts really do enrich the lives  
of each and every RJR student! 
By now, each family should have received the Legacy Campaign materials in the mail. 
The campaign has several giving levels, all of which include “incentives” such as tickets  
to the Homecoming picnic, Village Tavern gift cards, performing arts and sports passes 
– there’s something for everyone! 

Respond early to take full advantage of all your gifts. You can donate by credit card! Just 
access the “On-Line School Payment” system via the Legacy link on the RJR website.  
Go ahead . . . complete your Legacy form and send it and your donation in today! If you 
need additional Legacy Campaign forms, they are available in the main office and the 
guidance office. 

If you have any questions or need more information, please email Marie and Guy Arcuri  
at RJRlegacy@gmail.com or stop by the Legacy Campaign table at Open House. 
Thank you in advance for your generous contributions and…Go DEMonS!! …and 
every gift counts!!! 

 R.J. Reynolds Legacy Campaign

•	Portable PA System 
•	Novels for English 

Department     
•	Document Cameras   
•	Calculators  
•	Digital Drawing Tablets 
•	Safety Goggles        
•	Chemistry Supplies 

•	All Sports Banquet
•	English Materials
•	Math Materials
•	Science Materials
•	Foreign Language 

Materials  
•	Social Studies Supplies
•	Technology Upgrades  

•	Network Printer
•	Video Software
•	Newspaper Cameras
•	Sports Uniforms
•	Guidance Supplies 
•	Field Maintenance 
•	Lawn Mowing 

Equipment

Fun Fact:
Reynolds has around 

1700 students from 31 
countries speaking 24 
different languages.

Harris Teeter Vic code: 4261 for RJR.
PlEASE activate this.  

needs to be re-activated EVERY year!

Fun Fact:
RJR offers 62 visual 

and performing  
arts classes.

Fun Fact:
Reynolds class of 2012 

students received nearly 
$8.5 million in  

scholarship dollars
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ATTENd HOMECOMINg 
Friday, September 28, 7:30 pm

ATTENd THE HOlIdAY SHOwCASE 
Thursday, December 20, 7 pm

ATTENd THE FAll dRAMA October 25-27 

ATTENd THE SpRINg MuSICAl March 21-23

ATTENd KEY Club FOllIES 
Friday, April 12, 7 pm

ATTENd AN ACAdEMIC TEAM MATCH 
Dates TBD 

Checkout webpage often:  
www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/reynolds.

Read the Weekly Email newsletter.  
Email with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line  
to RJRCommunications@gmail.com. Copies  
of the weekly newsletter are also posted on  
the RJR website.

Keep this newsletter for dates and contact info!

Things You Gotta
Do This Year:

Ways to Stay 
connected with  

RJR news
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